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words, if a pharmacist advises a physician that
a particular drug that was prescribed would
harm the senior and the physician agreed and
wrote a new prescription, then the pharmacist
would be reimbursed. Many times physicians
are unaware of other drugs being prescribed
to patients for other conditions or being
human, make mistakes.

Under this provision, a pharmacist would re-
ceive reimbursement only in instances that will
benefit the health of the patient, but at the dis-
cretion of a physician. This provision is nar-
rowly focused to provide the biggest bang for
the buck in preventing elderly Medicare bene-
ficiaries from becoming unnecessarily hospital-
ized or severely injured.

This legislation encourages pharmacists to
spend more time reviewing the patient’s pre-
scription drug regimen, instead of racing to
dispense prescription drugs quicker. Under
current pharmacy care, even pharmacists can
overlook possible drug prescribing mistakes.
SMEA provides more opportunity for adequate
review.

The final section of SMEA concerns con-
sultations with a patient. A pharmacist would
only be reimbursed when consulting a senior
citizen which results in improved compliance
with regard to specific drugs for six specific
high-risk diseases or when a senior is on a
drug regimen that requires four or more drugs.

Here, senior citizens will receive counseling
from pharmacists for treatments that neces-
sitate extra concern with compliance. Again,
this legislation is carefully constructed to maxi-
mize Medicare savings, minimize hospital vis-
its, and improve health care delivery for the el-
derly.

Pharmacists would be required to do more
than just tell a patient to take two tablets a
day with meals. SMEA would require phar-
macists to do much more to improve patient
compliance. Patient consultation sessions
would involve increased pharmacist interaction
with seniors about drug side effects, proper in-
take, and better drug regimen management
with multiple prescriptions. These are just a
few of the additional responsibilities that
SMEA would require.

The end result is America’s seniors living
longer and remaining healthier without undue
hospitalization and excessive costs. The elder-
ly win. Medicare wins. And smart health care
prevails.
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to bring to your attention and sub-
mit for the RECORD a letter I recently received
from Henry Chrystie of Yucaipa, CA, that
raises some intriguing ideas and questions re-
lating to the challenges mankind will face in
the future. As Congress strives to make wise
and prudent decisions to guide our country,
Mr. Chrystie’s thoughts will give all of us a lit-
tle more to think about.

To the powers that be.
Ever since I was 14, in 1927, I have under-

stood that, in my lifetime, men would be on
the Moon and Mars, and I knew how it was

going to be done. I now understand why. It is
because we humans are expanding our popu-
lation at such a rapid rate that in the future
we are going to be hard pressed to provide
space and food for ourselves. We will convert
sea water, and we will convert the deserts to
provide more livable land. We will also get
into some real knockdown drag-out fights
over who has what. We will wish we had laid
the groundwork for the human race to ex-
pand outward toward the universe, which is
our destiny. This is the massive problem we
will be forced to face. If this sounds dire,
then show me that I am wrong.

It takes a lot of foresight to be in a posi-
tion of responsibility, such as a
Congressperson. Some of you have it but, un-
fortunately, some of you do not. You killed
the search for extra-terrestrial intelligence
even though any mathematician knows that
it has to be out there because of the huge
numbers that establish that probability.
Now you seek to cut off funds, such as to
NASA, etc. because you don’t seem to under-
stand how important long-range research
and planning is.

Are we going to stall around until we are
in a real bind, or are we going to continue
our long-range research and studies so that
we will be able to cope with our needs as
they develop? It is up to you, the powers that
be, to very carefully consider this problem
because the future of the worlds’ population
is in your hands. I for one, hope you have the
brains to make the right decisions.

All I can say to you is—think—very care-
fully. You must continue to support NASA,
Mars Surveyor, Galileo, New Millenium, and
related activities.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call
the attention of my colleagues to a critical pro-
gram which I am proud to say is based in my
New York City district—The March of the Liv-
ing.

The March of the Living is a yearly journey
in which thousands of Jewish teenagers gath-
er from around the world in Poland and in Is-
rael. During this unforgettable trip, these
young people learn first hand about two 20th
century events that changed the history of
mankind forever—the Holocaust and the cre-
ation of the State of Israel.

While in Poland, March participants tour var-
ious cities where there had been vibrant Jew-
ish communities before World War II, including
Warsaw, Krakow, and Lublin. After seeing
communities where Jewish life flourished, the
teens are taken to the death camps where
these lives were destroyed. The teens partici-
pate in a march from Auschwitz to Birkenau
on Holocaust Memorial Day, the same day
that Members of Congress gather in the Cap-
itol Rotunda to honor the memory of those
who were murdered in this genocide. I believe
that this ‘‘march of the living’’—young people
retracing the steps of countless innocent vic-
tims who marched to their deaths—is one of
the most creative and meaningful Holocaust
remembrance programs ever enacted.

After showing the world that they will never
forget the horrors of the Holocaust, the teen-
agers travel to Israel, where they visit the
magnificent and vibrant Jewish homeland.

Created out of the ashes of the Holocaust, the
State of Israel stands as a great triumph, not
only for the Jewish people, but for the cher-
ished ideals of democracy, compassion, and
enlightenment.

Mr. Speaker, the March of the Living has
changed the lives of over 20,000 young peo-
ple. It has proved to be an effective way of
teaching the lessons of the past to our next
generation of leaders. At this particular mo-
ment in time, I would like to join others in the
Congress in appealing to the Government of
Austria to become involved in this program.

Half a century after the Nazi era, it is in
Austria’s best interests to show the world that
it is committed to Holocaust remembrance and
the preservation of Jewish heritage. A few
weeks ago, the world was once again sad-
dened to hear former Austrian President Kurt
Waldheim’s distorted views of World War II
and his denial of his own facilitation of war
crimes. Waldheim’s autobiography, ‘‘The An-
swer,’’ is not the right answer to those who
survived the Holocaust and those who lost
their loved ones.

In my view, this would be an opportune time
for Austria to commit itself to participating in
the March for the Living. For this nation to as-
sist such a worthy effort to teach the lessons
of the Holocaust would be the best answer
anyone could give to Kurt Waldheim’s tragic
assertions.

Let me conclude, Mr. Speaker, by congratu-
lating the March of the Living on its outstand-
ing work. I want to especially praise my con-
stituent Ernest Goldblum for his tireless efforts
on this and many other worthy causes, and to
thank him for bringing these important issues
to my attention.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize
and thank those staff members who supported
the Members of this House in the preparation
and passage of the fiscal year 1997 Transpor-
tation and related agencies appropriations bill,
H.R. 3675: The Transportation Appropriations
Subcommittee staff: John Blazey, Rich Efford,
Stephanie Gupta, and Linda Muir. The Appro-
priations Committee staff: John Mikel, Dennis
Kedzior, Elizabeth Morra, and Ken Marx of the
majority staff; and Cheryl Smith of the minority
staff. The associate staff to the committee:
Lori-Beth Feld Hua of my office, Monica
Vegas Kladakis of Majority Whip DELAY’s of-
fice, Connie Veillette of Mr. REGULA’s office,
Kevin Fromer of Mr. ROGERs’ office, Bill Deere
of Mr. LIGHTFOOT’s office, Ray Mock and Eric
Mondero of Mr. PACKARD’s office, Todd Rich
and Sean Murphy of Mr. CALLAHAN’s office,
Steve Carey of Mr. DICKEY’s office, Paul
Cambon of Chairman LIVINGSTON’s office,
Kristen Hoeschler of Mr. SABO’s office, Jim
Jepsen of Mr. DURBIN’s office, Christy
Cockburn of Mr. COLEMAN’s office, Barbara
Zylinski-Mizrahi of Mr. FOGLIETTA’s office, and
Paul Carver of Mr. OBEY’s office.
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